
“I have spent my professional life writing
about teaching and learning, and this is
my first novel. You might ask if this novel
is autobiographical, and I would say – yes, 
in some ways, it is – but like all writers I 
have blended the facts with the fantasies 
that have blossomed over time. But as I 
invited the characters into the story, they 
became independently alive and spoke 
with their own voices. At times all 
characters were speaking at once,
clamouring to be heard! I have tried to
blend these real, earthy conversational
cameos with the voice of the more mature
narrator, and the inner voice of reflection.
I hope you grow to love and understand
each character as much as I do!”
Belle

“So many people have influence over our
lives, but I would like to thank Harvey,

Sam and Don for their influence over mine.
I would also like to thank the five sisters for
their gossips, grizzles and grumpings – and

the endless gifts of laughter so freely shared”
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