Top TASC Opportunities
Encouraging students to revise effectively
Case Study: Maths – Revising the GCSE Shape and Angle Unit as a revision homework
This revision task was set as a homework task during the last 20 minutes of a GCSE lesson. Once completed the revision quizzes were used as a starter in a lesson
	Gather
	Students were asked to recall and record any facts and equations they remember from our Shape and Angle unit. These were then shared with the class to ensure understanding (10 mins) 

	Identify
	Students are given the task and success criteria (2 mins)

The task is to:
‘Create a revision puzzle to test your classmates on any areas learned about in the Shape and Angle unit’

With success criteria provided by the teacher:
What will the best puzzles include?
· Questions on area
· Questions on angles
· Questions on perimeter
· Questions on transformations
· A mark scheme for your questions

	Generate
	[image: ferrari]Students are given time to generate their own ideas for how to complete this quiz and these ideas are supported with teacher examples of work   (5 mins)  e.g.:
“Check out this red hot beauty. She goes from 0-60mph 
in a nano-second. How quick are you at perimeter!!!!!
What is the circumference of these 22 inch alloys?”

	Decide and Implement
	Students were given a week to complete this task as a piece of homework

	Evaluate
	Students were able to peer mark each others quizzes using the original success criteria

	Communicate
	Once the revision task had been completed as homework the students were paired and had to test each other using the quizzes they had made. This was used as a lesson starter.

	Learn from Experience
	Students were able to improve their understanding of ‘Shape and Angle’, many were also more engaged and keen to do this homework






Designing a project/scheme of work
Case Study: Humanities Alternative Curriculum with Year 7 – Welcome to Wickersley Unit
This 10 lesson unit of work is based around our lowest ability students completing a piece of work as a group to show what it is like at Wickersley, before presenting this to the Year 6 students at a local primary school.
	Gather (Lesson 1)
	Having experienced a ‘mind movie’ to help them remember their first day at Wickersley, students are asked to record everything they know about the school now


	Identify (Lesson 2)
	A ‘Mission Launch video’ is shown featuring Northfield Primary teachers and students asking us to create a ‘Welcome to Wickersley’ presentation.
Students are given the ‘stages of a successful project’ checklist which includes information they considered essential which they wrote on a post-it and handed in as the 1st lesson plenary

	Generate  (Lesson 2)
	Snowballing is used to generate ideas for each group by getting each individual to record their ideas for how to complete each stage of the project. Then in pairs students select their favoured ideas to put forward to the whole group.

	Decide and Implement (Lesson 3–6 and 8)
	Having selected the media (posters, brochures, labelled photos ...) for each section of the presentation, the team then decides which students are responsible for implementing each part of the project. Students then start creating their work in class and during homework time.

	Evaluate (Lesson 7/10)
	In lesson 7 students perform their presentations to the class as a rehearsal to be judged using the original success criteria. They then have a further lesson and homework to implement improvements based on this feedback

	Communicate (Lesson 9)
	Students attend the Primary school to unveil their projects. This is recorded on video camera to use in next lessons evaluation lesson.


	Learn from Experience (Lesson 10)
	Using the videos of the finished presentations, feedback from staff and students at the Primary School and our students own experiences they are able to build up a log of what they learned from this project.








Engaging students in a role play
Case Study: Year 10 Geography – Deciding which group should be allowed to develop an area of Tropical Rainforest
In this role play students work in 2/3’s to take on the role of a user of the rainforest (cattle ranchers, miners, loggers, indigenous people....). They have to persuade the class to vote in favour of them being allowed to develop the area of rainforest. One lesson is used as preparation and one lesson to carry out the role play.
	Gather
	In previous lessons students have learned a range of knowledge that they can organise into their role play presentation (e.g. causes of deforestation, value of rainforests, effects of deforestation)


	Identify
	Students have to create a one minute presentation to put forward their argument for why they should be allowed to develop the rainforest.


	Generate
	Students can choose to deliver their presentation however they choose 


	Decide and Implement
	Students had class time to write the content of their presentation and homework to create their presentation in full. This year’s class decided on a range of styles like a piece of drama in full Kayapo tribal costume, traditional Powerpoints, a song about logging and a 3D model of a Mega Dam

	Evaluate
	The signs of a good role play are presented at the start of these role play lessons (1 minute limit to presentations, geographical terminology, original research ....) so peer or self assessment is possible based on these


	Communicate
	This takes place when students deliver their presentations in class and students are then able to question each other


	Learn from Experience
	The aim is for students to both improve their understanding of the geographical concepts and improve the quality of their group work and homework









Finishing a unit of work with an independent learning project 
Take an existing topic that students study, say at GCSE level. Then create a project using the TASC Wheel framework to assess (and further develop) their understanding of this topic. 
Case Study: Physical Education, Year 10, Factors Affecting Fitness
This task was set after pupils had completed a unit on the Factors Affecting Fitness. Once completed the pupils had to present their revision material to the rest of the class.
	Gather
	Pupils had already covered this topic area and were asked to recall all of the important/relevant information on the Factors Affecting Fitness. 

	Identify
	
The task is to:
‘Create a revision resource that can be used by others in the class, this must be presented to the rest of the class’

Pupils created the criteria for a ‘successful homework’ themselves

	Generate
	Pupils are given time in lesson to generate their own ideas for how best to present to the rest of the class.

	Decide
	Pupils were given a week to complete this task as a piece of homework


	Implement
	Pupils completed their revision materials at home


	Evaluate
	Pupils were able to peer mark each others work using the success criteria for a ‘successful homework’. 

	Communicate
	Once the revision task had been completed as homework the pupils then presented to the rest of the class 

	Learn from Experience
	Pupils were able to improve their understanding of the Factors that Affect Performance. The work produced was by far superior to the work previously completed by pupils. The feedback from pupils was that they felt as if they had to put more time and effort into their homework as they had to present it to the rest of the class. 









Introducing a new topic to students
Case Study: Sociology – Introducing factors impacting on educational achievement
	Gather 
	Class discuss the factors impacting on educational attainment to identify the key issues that they believe have had a positive/negative impact on their education. (Gender, Ethnicity, Social Class, School, Teachers, Education system)
Gather sociological resources on this issue. Textbooks, own knowledge/experience

	Identify 
	Students choose their own groups of 3 or 4 and the task is set. 
· Task 
· Your task is to research the information available on the issue and prepare an activity to teach the rest of the class what you have found. 
· You must also plan an activity to evaluate the success of your presentation and what the class have learned from it. 
· You will have 2 double lessons and 1 single lesson to research and prepare your learning activity and evaluation activity. You also have time outside of lessons as part of your homework. 
· You will then carry out your activities for the rest of the group.

	Generate  
	Students are given lesson time and homework to use the information available to generate a presentation and evaluation activity for the rest of the class.

	Decide and Implement 
	Students re visit planning sheets at the start of every lesson to decide what still needs to be done, and practice/evaluate their presentations.

Each group presents their material and carries out an evaluation task with the class to check understanding.

	Evaluate 
	2 evaluation tasks completed.
· Students complete questionnaire commenting on their own contributions and their learning from the other groups. Each group is scored.
· Students complete a number of questions to check what has been learned throughout the task.

	Communicate 
	Each group is given their feedback. Any areas of misunderstanding or uncertainty are discussed in class. Lesson tasks are completed to draw together learning.


	Learn from Experience 
	All learning is applied to an essay question on factors impacting on educational issues.





Pupils completing an independent research project

Case Study: English – Introduction to Shakespeare

	Gather
	Students were set a homework task to research the life of Shakespeare and his work.  They were told to find out about one of his plays in detail. 


	Identify
	Students brought their homework in; they then had to get into groups, share their work, and decide on which bits of their research were important.


	Generate
	Groups created spider diagrams, thinking of ways they could present their work – I stipulated that they had to present a display piece, and a speaking and listening piece, and gave them some suggestions.


	Decide and Implement
	Pupils were given a week of lessons to complete their projects; before they started work I made each group draw up a working timetable of what each person would do each lesson, and for homework.  This allowed me to ensure that groups were using their time effectively.


	Evaluate
	Students completed an evaluation sheet.


	Communicate
	On tables, students shared their evaluations.  One pupil from each table shared theirs with the rest of the class.


	Learn from Experience
	Pupils could then apply this knowledge to the work on Shakespeare we were doing for the remainder of the half term.











Teaching a project and designing a webquest using TASC Wheel
Case Study: Y8 Art – Tribal Mask and Body Adornment project
1. During lessons students are making a tribal mask.
2. As part of the Webquest / TASC wheel students are to research, design and make a piece of tribal body adornment and a chant / poem to accompany the tribal mask they will make during lessons. Students will then perform their chant / poem whilst dressed in their Art work.
	Gather 
	Students were asked to research and gather images of body adornment and chants / poems from three tribes.
· Maori
· Haka
· North American Indian
· Bruce Parry BBC documentary videos.
Students can look through the website links and musical links via the VLE.

	Identify 
	Students were asked to identify the tribe they wish to research to help identify the style of chant / poem and the type of body adornment they would like to make. They were also asked to identify success criteria for a mask / body adornment.


	Generate  
	Students worked in groups to generate ideas for their chant / poem artwork and then worked independently to generate a range of designs for their piece of body adornment.


	Decide and Implement 
	Students decide from their designs which piece of body adornment they will choose to make. They will also practice and refine their chant / poem.


	Evaluate 
	Students complete the evaluation form on the VLE for the Webquest. Students complete the evaluation during lesson time and use these to grade each others’ work (AfL).


	Communicate 
	Students present their work by performing the chant / poem and at the same time wearing their masks and body adornment. Students can present this as they wish e.g. video, class presentation, power point using pictures or mobile phones to record their work.


	Learn from Experience 
	Students have an AfL lesson – show and tell - and students make constructive criticism about fellow students’ work.





Setting and marking a homework
Case Study: Physical Education, Year 12, Sport England
This task was set before pupils had completed the unit on Sport England. Once completed the pupils had to present their work to the rest of the class.
	Gather
	Using their text book pupils had to gather all the relevant material regarding Sport England. Its Funding, Policies, Structure and Role all needed covering. 

	Identify
	The task is to:
‘Create a resource that must be presented to the rest class on Sport England’

With success criteria provided by the teacher and pupils:
· All 4 areas covered.
· Presentation is clearly presented/readable/etc.

	Generate
	Pupils are given time in lesson to generate their own ideas for how best to present to the rest of the class.

	Decide
	Pupils were given 2 single periods plus their own time to complete this task.

	Implement
	Pupils delivered their work to the rest of the class. 


	Evaluate
	Pupils were able to peer mark each others work using the success criteria for a ‘successful homework’. 

	Communicate
	Once the task had been completed as homework the pupils then presented to the rest of the class.

	Learn from Experience
	Pupils demonstrated a very good understanding of the work covered by completing questions on Sport England the following lesson. Boys responded better than girls to the task. The feedback from pupils was:
It was nice to work in groups
It was better than being given all the work from sir
We liked working independently.
It made us do more work
Felt under pressure to make our work good
I didn’t like doing presentations so doing a poster helped
Doing a podcast took the pressure of having to speak to everyone off me







Building a TASC Project into part of an existing SOW
Case Study: Physics; Y11 set 3 - Start of new unit on static electricity.
	Gather 
	Introduced TASC. Put the class into groups of 4. They picked their own roles. Spent 2 lessons teaching the background to static electricity. There were demos and then the students produced a concept map on their knowledge so far (2 lessons)


	Identify 
	Students given task: ‘to present a report to describe and explain some of the advantages and disadvantages of static electricity’

Discussed what might be success criteria – devised checklist together – both for content and presentation


	Generate  
	Given time in their groups to generate as many ideas as possible:
· What they need to research – where will they get the info from
· How will they present it
· Who is doing what etc


	Decide and Implement 
	In groups they decided on which ideas taking forward
Planned their schedule
Ensured each group member knew what they were doing
Given 3 lessons plus homework to complete task

	Evaluate 
	Not yet done, but will be doing:
Peer assessment (watching each group)
Self-assessment (individual)
Group assessment (monitor to evaluate their own groups performance)
(guidelines for each)

	Communicate 
	Not done yet. Ideas so far:
Role-play, video, song, presentation, posters


	Learn from Experience 
	Hopefully from evaluations all students will learn subject matter soundly and independent learning skills









Putting TASC Wheel into practice:
Circle the opportunities you want to focus on in your subject area:
A. Designing a project/scheme of work
B. Encouraging students to revise effectively
C. Engaging students in a role play
D. Completing a controlled assessment 
E. Designing a single lesson
F. For setting and marking a homework
G. Introduce/Launch a topic
H. Designing a webquest
Next use one of the following planning formats to begin designing a possible use of the TASC wheel
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