Introduction

As a small school we value the opportunities we have to get to know and develop the talents of each of our children individually. 
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The beginning of a day researching Hollywood and the Oscars.
The Development of our TASC Days

I first came across the work of Belle Wallace at an INSET day organised by Marie Huxtable around 10 years ago. At the time I had been developing my interest in ‘Thinking Skills’ and the role they could play in developing my practice. I remember feeling very positive about the TASC research that had been presented during the course of the day, and reflecting afterwards with Marie about the potential it represented to deepen my own teaching and the thinking of my learners. However, as was the case in so many schools, over the intervening years I found I had to put thoughts of developing TASC to the back of my mind in order to meet the demands of an overloaded curriculum. 

Over the last few years successive government initiatives have offered schools a greater degree of flexibility to develop the personalised aspects of their curriculum. (Excellence & Enjoyment, Every Child Matters, Rose Review, etc)  

During Term 6 of 2008 I was given the task of carrying out a review of our school’s curriculum. There was a growing feeling within our staff that the National curriculum, as exemplified in the range of QCA schemes, etc was not effectively meeting the needs of our learners, or sufficiently engaging them. After spending a great deal of time ‘Googling’ such terms as ‘creative’ and ‘skills based’ curriculum, and having looked through the many products available to buy off-the-shelf, I became increasingly convinced that as a school we needed to develop our own model. It was at this point my thoughts returned to TASC, and the potential it seemed to present to provide a framework for the development of our curriculum. 
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I had recently challenged my Year 5&6 class to take part in what I had rather grandly entitled as an ‘Independent Learning Day’ (ILD). This essentially involved me in explaining to the class that I was giving the day in school over to them. They were to decide what it was they wanted to learn about, who they wanted to work with (up to a maximum of 3 people), and how they were going to present what they had learned. The children were then given the space to organise themselves and plan what they wanted to do. My HLTA (Rosemary) and I were then on hand to both provide the children with guidance as they needed it, and find the resources! 

The next day I was very pleased with the positive reaction our day had received from the children and also from the parents, who reported the enthusiasm the children has shown when telling them about their day in school. It was also pleasing for me to feel that Rosemary clearly shared this enthusiasm, and had thoroughly enjoyed and supported the day. As our use of TASC within school has developed, Rosemary’s support has proved an essential aspect.






Planning our learning for the day ahead.
 Before the end of Term 6 2008, I introduced my class to the TASC wheel, and presented it as a means to support our learning on another ILD. Initially the children were a little non-plused towards the wheel, seeing it as an extra thing to do before they could get on with their own research activities! This lead me to reflect that perhaps I had been too keen to focus on the role of the TASC wheel, and continually draw the children back to its role in our activity, at the expense of allowing them the freedom they valued to engage in their learning. Maybe I had been guilty of over-teaching at this point! However I was confident that there was enough evidence to show that the TASC wheel could provide a structure and sound academic framework upon which we could begin to build our curriculum.

Throughout the 2008-09 academic year, I was able to build into my curriculum development plans for the school (see below) a commitment to hold two ‘TASC Days’ each term. Initially these were limited to our Key Stage 2 classes, but soon developed to include Key Stage 1. 
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Each TASC day has been tremendously well received by the children, who have given a very pleasing amount of positive feedback about using TASC. I think the most pleasing aspect of our TASC days has been what myself and Rosemary have termed the ‘buzz’ that is evident around school throughout the day. We have now reached a point where the children are keen to begin planning the focus for their learning, and who they will work with days before we actually reach TASC day. (It can be a humbling feeling when most of the children complain about having to stop their learning activities in order to go out to break-time in the middle of summer!)

[image: image5.emf]So far our TASC days have taken a variety of forms. Usually the children have been given the freedom to direct their own learning and identify what it is that they would like to spend the day researching. My only limitations for them have been the size of the groups they have worked in, together with the time constraint of having to present their learning to the rest of the class (or their parents) at the end of the day. The TASC wheel has been explicitly presented by me at the beginning of the Working together to create a variety of resources 
day’s learning, and has been displayed 
throughout the day for the children’s reference. The children then have to fill in a plan for their day’s learning in which they identify the questions they wish to answer, together with outlining how they intend to go about the task. (see attached) From this point onwards, the role of the adults in school is to facilitate the children’s learning. Some examples of this might be to guide their thinking and planning, offer advice if they are starting to get stuck, redirecting groups if they have lost focus (which happens very rarely!), but mainly we seem to be there to help them access resources from around school and keep track of the time! 
The flexibility TASC presents has meant that I have been able to direct the focus of the children’s learning on several occasions, without losing the children’s engagement, to meet other needs within the curriculum. One example of this was during term 5 2009, when a Thai girl (F) joined our school. We were able to use her presence in the classroom as an opportunity to focus our next TASC day on Thailand and the surrounding area. The children followed the TASC structure and produced some very interesting presentations, which were shared with the whole school community at the end of the afternoon. F was able to act as an ‘expert’ within her group, which was very helpful in assisting her to integrate into our school.
Developing TASC days further
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Getting ready to present the results of a day’s learning.
From these beginnings, TASC days have now developed to become an essential part of the fabric of our curriculum each term. We currently hold two days per term; however one of my Year 6s recently asked if we could hold a TASC day every week! Each time we have tried to vary the format of the days, just to ensure they stay fresh and present a new challenge. Examples of some of these developments are listed below;
· Limiting the available resources (No computer day was a tricky one for the children!)

· Work with someone you have not worked with before

· Family TASC day (we were joined by several parents who really seemed to enjoy learning alongside the children- and not just their own!)

· Specifying the manner the children’s learning must be presented
· PowerPoint presentations

· posters/leaflets/narrative

· drama
· display boards

· turning a tabletop into a display space for each group
· display however you want to

· Some children have even created their own internet blog sites!
All of these ideas have been very well received by the children, who are now ready to face any ‘twists’ I may present them with as challenges, rather than problems.
The continued success and popularity of TASC with our children has been demonstrated in many ways. We have had a great deal of verbal feedback from parents, who themselves enthuse about the children’s desire to attend school and learn. Our recent annual confidential questionnaire of the views across our school community reflected the popularity of TASC days;
	What does the school do well? (Parents)  
	TASC days – (25% of all responses)

	How do you feel about TASC days? (Children)
	Happy - 100%

	Do you feel TASC days help you learn? (Children)
	Happy - !00%

	Comments:
	I have a really good feeling about learning
TASC days are really, really, really good

TASC days are fun


These comments were gathered from the children following a TASC day and published as part of a school newsletter;[image: image6.jpg]



Aside from this positive feedback, I offer the following story by way of further illustration;

The recent January snows made it difficult for many children to get to school. One of the most difficult days was scheduled to be a TASC day. At the beginning of the day I asked the children how many of them had made a special effort to get to school because it was a TASC day. Of the 16 children in the classroom, 14 hands went straight up! My conversations with parents over the next few days reflected the truth of this, with several parents reporting that the children actually insisted they got them to school, regardless of the snow!
As a final point our school had a visit from OFSTED during the penultimate week of term before Christmas. As luck would have it, this happy event managed to coincide with a scheduled TASC day. After some soul searching, it was decided to continue with the TASC day, in an effort to demonstrate to the inspector the nature of what we have come to believe in as a school. I’m thankful to say that the day went very well, with the children deeply engaged in their learning activities throughout. An excerpt from our report is shown below;
The curriculum has been revised to better match pupils' needs and interests... pupils talk with real enthusiasm about the introduction of the 'Thinking Actively in a Social Context' (TASC) days where they independently identify, research and present their findings on an area of their own interest. The TASC days create a real 'buzz' about learning, especially in the Key Stage 2 class.
Where next?
Having successfully established TASC days across the school and embedded them within the timetable, the question of where we go next comes to mind. 

Our work so far has left me with several questions:

· How can we ‘deepen’ the children’s understanding of the TASC model?

· How can we further use the TASC model to deepen the children’s thinking and learning? (Move on from just asking questions and presenting their findings- or am I asking for too much?)
· The children have clearly gained a great deal of independent learning skills from our TASC days. How can we ensure they are able to maintain and develop these skills?
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